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AHOSPITAL IS CLASSIFIED AS A SOLE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (SCH) if it is located 35 miles from
other like hospitals or it is located in a rural area between 25 and 35 miles from other like

hospitals AND meets one of the following conditions:

■ No more than 25 percent of residents who 
become hospital inpatients or no more than 25 
percent of the Medicare beneficiaries who 
become hospital inpatients in the hospital’s
service area are admitted to other like hospitals 
located within a 35-mile radius of the hospital or,
if larger, within its service area;

■ Has fewer than 50 beds and would admit at least 
75 percent of the inpatients from its service area 
except that some patients seek specialized care
unavailable at the hospital; or

■ Other like hospitals are inaccessible for at least 30
days in each of two out of three years because of 
local topography or prolonged severe weather 
conditions;

■ Located between 15 and 35 miles from other like 
hospitals but because of local topography or 
prolonged severe weather conditions, the other 
like hospitals are inaccessible for at least 30 days 
in each of two out of three years; or

■ Effective October 1, 1990, because of distance, 
posted speed limits, and pre-
dictable weather conditions, 
the travel time between the 
hospital and the nearest 
hospital is at least 45 minutes.

HELPFUL RURAL HEALTH RESOURCES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Medicare Learning Network 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medlearn

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Rural Health Information 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/providers/rh

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Critical Access Hospital Information
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/providers/cah

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Federally Qualified Health Centers Information 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/providers/fqhc 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
American Indian and Alaska Native Information
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/aian 

Administration on Aging
http://www.aoa.gov

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
http://www.ahrq.gov

Health Resources and Services Administration
http://www.hrsa.gov

Indian Health Service
http://www.ihs.gov

National Association of Community Health Centers
http://www.nachc.org

National Association of Rural Health Clinics
http://www.narhc.org

National Rural Health Association
http://www.nrharural.org/

Rural Assistance Center
http://www.rac.org

United States Department of Agriculture
http://www.usda.gov

This publication is pre p a red as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This publication may contain re f e rences or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The inform a t i o n
p rovided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials for
a full and accurate statement of their contents.
The information contained in this publication was current at the time of its development. We encourage users of this publication to review statutes, regulations and other interpretive materials for the most current information. 
The Medicare Learning Network (MLN) is the brand name for official CMS educational products and information for Medicare providers. For additional information visit our website at h t t p : / / w w w. c m s . h h s . g o v / m e d l e a rn. 
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